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AUGUST 2020 
Information available at: www.AzRosary.net 

OR Email: AzRosary@Yahoo.com 

Welcome to Arizona Rosary Celebration 2020 

Honoring Mary under Her Title Our Lady, Undoer of Knots 
 

DIOCESE OF TUCSON 

October 17, 2020 
10:00 a.m. – 12:15 p.m. 

Most Rev. Edward J. Weisenburger, Presiding 
 

While Pope Francis has made popular the title for Mary 

Untier of Knots through his personal devotion to her under 

this title, it actually stretches back to the 17th century!  The 

church of St. Peter in Perlock, Germany, houses a beautiful 

painting of Mary where she unties the knots woven by the 

sins of humanity.  The painting was inspired by a meditation 

of St. Irenaeus who borrows from St. Paul’s vision of Jesus 

as the New Adam.  St. Irenaeus likewise depicts Mary as the 

New Eve.  Irenaeus asserts that humanity’s great knot of 

disgrace was tied through Eve.  But through her great act of 

obedience, Mary has untied the knot!  Inspired by this, 

faithful Catholics have fled to Mary under this title for 

generations, asking that she help to untie the knots of our 

lives caused by our sins, failings, or even circumstances 

beyond our control.  
 

I look forward to joining with the faithful of Arizona to 

venerate our Blessed Mother, Untier of Knots.  May our time 

together lead us more deeply into the mystery of Her great 

love for us and the call to love one another. 

                       +Most Reverend Edward J. Weisenburger 
 

 

COMMITTEE HEADS PLANNING MEETING 

TUCSON 
Saturday, August 8, 2020 
10:00 a.m.  to 12:00 a.m. 

An Online Virtual Meeting 
An invitation has been sent to all registered Parish Reps 
and Committee members.  New Parish Reps may submit 

a registration form from the web site or contact Bill 
McEwen at arcprocreg@comcast.net  

 

COMMITTEE MTGS INCLUDING PARISH REPS 
Future Meeting Dates - Tucson 

September 5, 2020 
 

                  

            DIOCESE OF PHOENIX 

October 18, 2020 
2:00 p.m. – 4:15 p.m. 

Most Rev. Thomas J. Olmsted, Presiding 
 

This year’s Arizona Rosary Celebration is honoring the 

Blessed Virgin Mary as Our Lady Undoer of Knots. The origin 

of this Marian title and devotion comes from the 16th Century 

when a young couple with marital problems presented their 

marriage ribbon to the Blessed Virgin and asked her to untie 

the “knots” of their marriage; and she did! Although this 

devotion is particularly helpful for couples facing marital 

problems, our Blessed Mother also invites us to bring other 

knots to her, like those associated with the struggles, 

hardships and sufferings in life. This year’s celebration 

comes to us at a time when we greatly need Mary’s powerful 

intercession. Living in such unprecedented times due to the 

COVID-19 pandemic, we are faced with many uncertainties 

and challenges concerning our health and that of our loved 

ones, especially the elderly and those who have suffered the 

loss of their jobs. In such times as these, we can confidently 

run to Our Blessed Mother for guidance and reaffirmation of 

our trust in God. May this year’s Rosary Celebration inspire 

us to imitate her unwavering faith in the love and providence 

of God, who can untangle all the knots of our lives with His 

fatherly mercy and love.  

                               +Most Reverend Thomas J. Olmsted 
 

NEXT PLANNING MEETING 

PHOENIX 
Saturday, August 8, 2020  

Online Virtual Meeting 
9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.  

 

Future Meeting Dates – Phoenix 
September 5, 2020 Ss. Simon & Jude Cathedral 

 

 

 
 

 

http://www.azrosary.net/
mailto:AzRosary@Yahoo.com
mailto:arcprocreg@comcast.net


2 
 

Message ARIZONA ROSARY CELEBRATION Chairman 
Lawrence G. Costanzo 

General Chairman, Arizona Rosary Celebration 
 

 

ROSARY CELEBRATION 2020  
 

The Rosary Celebration Committee has been receiving many questions about Arizona Rosary Celebration 2020 

and be assured, it will take place. The Executive Committee is working to make this Celebration to honor Our 

Lady, Undoer of Knots one to remember.  You are probably wondering - “How can these people think this event 

is going to happen”? With Mary’s help, we are going to make it happen. 

 

Our committee meetings in both Tucson and Phoenix will be held in a virtual mode until it is safe to meet in 

groups. The co-chairs in Tucson and Phoenix will post information on the web site, email, or other media. 

 

In the midst of the changes that we are anticipating, we do have a number of events that we know will take place, 

so for your top-level planning keep these points in mind. 

 

Tucson: The Rosary celebration will be live-streamed (YouTube) on Saturday, October 17, 2020, from St. 

Augustine Cathedral, at 10:00 a.m. with Bishop Weisenburger as the presider and a recorded homily by guest 

speaker Auxiliary Bishop Rodriguez of the Archdiocese of Denver. The program will be centered on the guest 

speaker presentation, recitation of the rosary followed by Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.  

 

Phoenix:  The celebration will be live-streamed (YouTube) on Sunday, October 18, 2020 with Bishop Olmsted 

presiding, and will include the recorded message from Bishop Rodriguez.  The venue has been changed to St. 

Juan Diego Church in Chandler.  As in Tucson, the event will be centered on the presentation by the guest 

speaker, recitation of the rosary and Benediction of the Blessed Sacrament.  

 

Both programs will be shorter due to the absence of the blessing processions, and overall participation at the 

churches will be limited to the minimum number of participants required to perform the Liturgy.  Strict COVID-19 

precautions will be exercised.  However, this is an opportunity to greatly expand the participation of Catholics 

throughout Arizona via the convenience of personal media resources.  Many of our Church’s faithful will be able 

to participate from afar when they could not participate in the past except by viewing recordings after the fact.  

We need to advertise this great opportunity to pray the rosary publicly for our nation and our world in this period 

of great tribulation. There are almost 2 million Catholics in Arizona and we have the chance to unite them all 

under our Mother’s protection on that October weekend. So even if your ministry participation has been cut short 

by the restrictions this year, we still need you to help us bring the word to others.  We will not let COVID-19 keep 

us from celebrating our 45th year of praying the rosary together. 

 

We have had many questions about the Annual Program Book. It will be posted on the web site for download, 

because we will not have as many advertisers to support the cost of printing; we will not be meeting in the normal 

fashion to be able to pass out the books.  As we prepare for Arizona Rosary Celebration 2020, please contact 

friends, relatives, businesses etc. for donations to defray the cost of this event. 

 

The Committee has been working hard to try to make this Celebration one to be remembered. We do not know 

what the future will bring, but with the help of Mary, Undoer of Knots, we will rise to the occasion to honor Jesus 

through his Mother in this Rosary Celebration.  Please pray for a successful event. 
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Message from the Co-Chairpersons 

TUCSON 

Bill & Karen McEwen 

 

The Diocese of Tucson is celebrating its 10th 

Anniversary hosting Arizona Rosary Celebration.  

This year promises to be unique as we will be 

streaming the celebration live!  Due to restrictions 

caused by COVID-19, we will not be able to have 

everyone join us in person for this prayerful event – 

but we will share this celebration with all who wish to 

view it live.  Mark your calendars for Saturday, 

October 17 at 10:00 a.m. and take the best seat in 

your house to watch and pray with us at the 

“ARIZONA ROSARY CELEBRATION 2020”, 

honoring Our Lady, Undoer of Knots.  (And heaven 

knows there are lots of knots that need undoing in 

our lives right now!) 
 

Streaming ARC live will allow for many more to join 

in the event than could possibly fit into the cathedral.  

The Most Reverend Edward J. Weisenburger, 

Bishop of Tucson, will preside over the celebration.  

Plans are to have a video presentation aired during 

the celebration on Our Lady, Undoer of Knots from 

our Keynote Speaker, Most Reverend Jorge 

Rodriguez, Auxiliary Bishop for the Archdiocese of 

Denver, Colorado.  We will miss the participation of 

all the diocesan Altar Servers (usually over 200 are 

present) in the Bishop’s Procession and there will be 

minimal Rosary Readers this year.  Music will be 

presented by Carlos Zapién who is the Diocesan 

and Cathedral Director of Liturgical Music of the 

Diocese of Tucson. 
 

Please keep our Prayer Campaign alive praying for 

the success of this year’s Arizona Rosary 

Celebration.  The website has creative ideas to pray 

for its success!   
 

We have made it easy to send in your prayer 

intentions which will be prayed for during the rosary 

celebration.  Prayer Petitions may be sent to:  

prayer_intentions_arc@comcast.net. The 

intentions will be printed and brought to the rosary 

celebration to be present as we ask Our Lady, 

Undoer of Knots for her intercession.  Afterward, the 

Prayer Petitions will be taken to Santa Rita Abbey in  
CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 

Message from the Co-Chairmen 

PHOENIX 

Danny Haywood & Greg Mattingly 

 

The 45th Arizona Rosary Celebration is going to be 

quite different this year.  As with everything since this 

pandemic started, changes need to be made.  Our 

Rosary Celebration will be no different. 
 

The Phoenix Convention Center will no longer be 

needed as the celebration will be held virtually.  It will 

be live streamed on YouTube.  Fr. Dan McBride’s 

parish, St. Juan Diego, will host the celebration.  We 

will have just a skeleton crew to put it on.  As time 

goes on, more information will become available.  
 

I want to thank all our Chairpersons for all their help 

and prayers.  “Our Lady Undoer of Knots” will be 

called upon to help guide us through this year’s 

celebration.  We will still need everyone’s help 

getting the word out to our parishioners.  As such our 

Parish Representatives will still be needed.   
 

This year there will be no Saturday Mass, Holy 

Hour, Dinner, Altar Server Procession, Blessing 

Procession or Fourth Degree Honor Guard.  We 

must have a well-needed prayer campaign.  All 

information can be found on the website, 

www.AzRosary.net. So please visit the website 

often. 
 

I want to thank you for your prayers and 

understanding.  And please pray to “Our Lady 

Undoer of Knots” for her help in this pandemic year. 
 

If any Chairpersons have any questions or need any 

help contact me Danny Haywood at 602-469-0758 

or dhaywood65@gmail.com     or co-chairman  

Greg Mattingly, 623-910-8414 or 

gmattingly3855@live.com. We will be glad to help 

you. 

 

Pray for the Success of 

Arizona Rosary 

Celebration 

mailto:prayer_intentions_arc@comcast.net
http://www.azrosary.net/
mailto:dhaywood65@gmail.com
mailto:gmattingly3855@live.com
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 

 

Sonoita (as we have in the past) for the sisters to 

pray for them throughout the upcoming year. 
 

Everyone is invited to print a colored poster from the 

website (www.AzRosary.net) to have Our Lady’s 

image in their home for the event.  The Program 

Book will also be available for download from the 

website.  This year, all ads can be sent in using full 

color.  We still need support from our Knights of 

Columbus Councils, Assemblies, parishes, Catholic 

organizations, and our loyal business advertisers.  In 

many instances, some KofC Councils share with 

their parishes in placing an advertisement.  

Individuals donations are also appreciated.  Many 

councils support vocations and help our religious 

organizations by purchasing half the cost of their full-

page ad; the state KofC picks up the other half!  

Forms are available on the website.  For more 

information about program book ads and donations, 

please contact:  Mary Ann Cleveland, 520-248-

8472 or cleves@cox.net. 
 

Commemorative pins are available for $5 each and 

we will be happy to mail pins to those who wish to 

purchase them.  Please contact either Bill or Karen 

to order yours. 
 

Arizona Rosary Celebration will go on, but we will 

present it within the safety restrictions being 

implemented in our diocese during this pandemic.  

Everyone will be able to participate within the 

comfort of their own home, joining us as we listen to 

our Keynote Speaker, pray the rosary with our 

bishop and participate with Benediction.  Our Lady, 

Undoer of Knots – pray for us! 
 

FYI – The Holy Hour and Holy Hour Dinner on 

Friday night have been cancelled due to current 

restrictions. 
 

For information contact: Karen McEwen at 

ksmcewen@comcast.net , 520-870-5122; or Bill 

McEwen at billmcewen777@gmail.com. 
 

Our next virtual, online meeting will be Saturday, 

August 8 at 10 a.m.  An invitation will be sent to 

all by Wednesday, August 5, 2020. 

PHOENIX 

Parish Representatives 

 

For this year’s Arizona Rosary Celebration, we have 

an extraordinary mission.  Everyone needs be on 

board.  Let us take the following steps in your parish. 

 1. Call your parish office to make sure AZ Rosary 

Celebration is on the parish calendar. 

 2. Call organizations within your parish to let know 

Arizona Rosary Celebration is scheduled. 

 3. Ask them to pray for the success of this year's 

celebration. 

 4. Tell everyone that this year’s celebration will be 

virtual and it will possible for everyone to see via the 

internet. 

 5. Don't miss the Representative Virtual Meeting, 

August 8, 2020, 9:00 a.m. 

Thank you. God bless you. 

 

PHOENIX 

Rosary Leaders 

 

Looking for 3 more Priests or Deacons to pray a 

decade of the Rosary. Also looking for 5 

Religious Sisters or Brothers and 5 High school 

students from the valley’s Catholic High 

schools. All to be Rosary Leaders. Please ask 

your Parish Priests, Deacons, and students if 

they would like to participate. Contact Rosary 

Leader Susie Martin at 702-610-1963 or 

poockie1@gmail.com.  
 

PHOENIX 

Souvenir Pins 

  

Souvenir Pins are available 

from most Committee 

Chairperson.   
 

Pins are $5.00.  
 

They can be mailed to you 

as well, although there may 

be a fee.   
 

Email AzKnights@Q.com     

http://www.azrosary.net/
mailto:cleves@cox.net
mailto:ksmcewen@comcast.net
mailto:billmcewen777@gmail.com
mailto:poockie1@gmail.com
mailto:AzKnights@Q.com
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PRAYER CAMPAIGN  
 

 

This month we are appealing to everyone to connect others to our prayer campaign -- family, friends, 
associates and even people you meet while doing essential business, or your out of state online 
contacts. Tell them about the Rosary Celebration, how special and important it can be for these 
times. Give them the link to the website www.AzRosary.net. Invite them to attend the event online 
and above all -- to pray for its success. 
 

Our Four Month Prayer Plan. 
July-light a candle   

August - pray an extra rosary  
September - make a Holy Hour  

October offer a Mass. 
 
Hard copies of all prayers and prayer sheets are available. Email AzRosary@yahoo.com  
 

Pray Daily.   Hail Holy Queen 
 
August 22, the Church celebrates the "Queenship of Mary". Consider praying the 'Hail Holy Queen' 
daily in August for the success of the Arizona Rosary Celebration. 

 

PRAYER 
 

Hail Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy, our life our sweetness and our hope. To thee do we cry, poor 
banished children of Eve; To thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of 
tears.  Turn then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us and after this our exile 
show unto us the blessed fruit of thy womb, Jesus. O Clement O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary. Pray 
for us, O Holy Mother of God, that we may be made worthy of the promises of Christ. 
  
Mary, Our Queen and Mother and Undoer of Knots, pray for your 2020 Arizona Rosary Celebration in 
Tucson and in Phoenix 
 

 

 

Financial Support for Rosary Celebration Needed Now! 
 

 

Purchase of advertising in the Arizona Rosary Celebration Program Book is our main source of financial 
support for this annual celebration to honor Our Blessed Mother. Immediate sources for advertisements 
should be: Knights of Columbus Councils and Assemblies, parishes, parish ministries, supporters of 
parish bulletins, and individuals. Even though booster ads are a bargain at $3.00 per line, with enough, 
they easily pay for an entire page. With the Catholic newspapers out of business in both dioceses, there 
are many sponsors who have advertising dollars that could be applied to our celebration. Think outside 
the box. We encourage early submission of the ad placements and donations as expenses are incurred 
prior to the date of the program and later receipt creates anxiety-causing cash flow issues. Our parish 
representatives and other team members can play a big role by canvassing potential advertisers in the 
areas surrounding their parish. Do not forget, donations are tax deductible as allowed by law. Our 
advertising chair for Tucson is Mary Ann Cleveland at cleves@cox.net. 520-248-8472, and in 
Phoenix, it is Joe Shanks at hotrodtiki@aol.com.  253-468-0772. 
 
 
 

http://www.azrosary.net/
mailto:AzRosary@yahoo.com
mailto:cleves@cox.net
mailto:hotrodtiki@aol.com


6 
 

    
      Knights of Columbus 
      14175 W Indian School Rd 
      Suite B4-626 
      Goodyear, AZ  85395 
 
 

       Please Open Today! 
  
    
    Arizona Rosary Celebration 
             NEXT MEETING 

                           
             PHOENIX 

       August 8, 2020 

 
               TUCSON 

      August 8, 2020         
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


